A new quill mite species Syringophilopsis davidi sp. nov. (Prostigmata, Syringophilidae) parasitizing Greater Short-toed Lark Calandrella brachydactyla (Leisler) (Passeriformes, Alaudidae) in Egypt is described. This new species is distinguishable from S. tyranni Bochkov and Galloway by 10-13 chambers of the peritremal lateral branches, setae se located slightly anterior to c1, and by setae ag2 about twice longer than the genital setae. This is the first record of this genus from the hosts of the family Alaudidae and in the Arab Republic of Egypt.
Introduction
Mites of the family Syringophilidae (Acari, Prostigmata, Cheyletoidea) are permanent ectoparasites of birds inhabiting the quills of various types of feathers. Up to now, this group has been represented by more than 260 species grouped in 53 genera (Skoracki 2011 , Skoracki et al. 2011a . The genus Syringophilopsis Kethley is one of the species rich among syringophilids. It includes 37 species associated with passerines of 21 families and two species parasitizing birds of the family Meropidae (Coraciiformes) (Sikora et al. 2011 , Skoracki et al. 2011b .
In this paper we describe a species Syringophilopsis davidi sp. nov. parasitizing Greater Short-toed Lark Calandrella brachydactyla (Leisler) (Passeriformes, Alaudidae). This is the first record of this genus from hosts of this family and also from Egypt.
Materials and methods
The quill mite material used in the study was collected from secondary of the Greater Short-toed Lark Calandrella brachydactyla (Leisler) (Passeriformes, Alaudidae) in Egypt, Hurghada, March 2007, coll. A. Badek. The type material is deposited in the collection of the A. Mickiewicz University, Department of Animal Morphology, Poznań, Poland (AMU). Drawings were made with an Olympus BH2 microscope with DIC optics and camera lucida. All measurements are given in micrometers (µm). The idiosomal setation follows Grandjean (1939) as adapted for Prostigmata by Kethley (1990) . The system of nomenclature for leg chaetotaxy follows that proposed by Grandjean (1944) . The application of these chaetotaxic schemes to Syringophilidae was recently provided by Bochkov et al. (2008) with changes by Skoracki (2011 (Fig. 3) . Each medial branch of peritremes with 4-5 chambers, each lateral branch with 10-13 chambers (Fig. 4) . Length of apunctate stylophore and movable cheliceral digit 295 and 195 (205) , respectively. Idiosoma: Propodonotal shield with concave anterior margin, sculptured laterally, punctate at lateral margins. Length ratio of setae vi:ve:si 1:1.7:2.8. Setae se and c1 almost at the same level (setae se slightly anterior to c1). Hysteronotal shields small, weakly sclerotized and punctate, bearing bases of setae d1. Pygidial shield small, weakly sclerotized and apunctate. Length ratio of setae f1:f2 and h1:h2 1:1.4 and 1:1.7, respectively. Setae f1 about 1.1 times longer than h1, f2 and h2 subequal in length. Length ratio of ag1:ag2:ag3 1.8:1:1.8. Setae ag2 about twice longer than g1, 2. Coxal fields I-IV apunctate. Setae 3c 1.3 times longer than 3b. Legs: Fan-like setae p' and p" of legs III-IV with numerous (approximately 15) tines (Fig. 5) Etymology: The name davidi refers to the our favourite Michelangelo's masterpiece -sculpture of biblical David.
Differential diagnosis: This new species is morphologically similar to Syringophilopsis tyranni Bochkov et Galloway. Females of both species are characterized by following features: the hypostomal apex with a pair of short, sharp-ended protuberances, the medial peritremal branch with 4 chambers, setae h1 and f1 long (approximately 300-400) and subequal in length. This new species Syringophilopsis davidi differs by the (Accepted July 02, 2012) lateral peritremal branch represented by 10-13 chambers, setae se slightly anterior toc1, and setae ag2 about twice longer than the genital setae; in females of S. tyranni, the lateral branch of peritremes with 15-16 chambers, the bases of setae se situated distinctly anterior to setae c1 bases, and setae ag2 about four times longer than the genital setae.
